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Coonong backs 
Dohne decision

BY SIMONE NORRIE

AT COONONG Station 
near Urana in southern 
NSW, Tom and Sophie 

Holt are running one of 
Australia’s largest commer-
cial Dohne operations.

Along with their son 
Thomas, 8, their full time 
employee Gary Fox (who 
has worked at Coonong for 
over 30 years), and their 
nephew Toby Ellis, they man-
age 32,000 sheep including 
14,000 breeding ewes.

Mr Ellis manages Coolbaroo 
near Jerilderie, NSW – just 
one arm of the operation 
that spans a total of 26,710 
hectares in the Urana region. 

The station is considered 
to be the start of the Hay 
plains, with a low annual 
rainfall, flat terrain and 
native grasslands.

Dohnes flourishes in the 
grasslands environment and 
survive dry times, Mr Holt 
said.

“They make money over 
other breeds because of the 
minimal input – it’s the dol-
lars you can save that makes 
the difference,” he said.

“They’re not a selec-
tive grazer; you can have 
a lucerne stand and a 
Paterson’s Curse and more 
often than not they’ll hit the 
weed.

“Their doing ability is 
phenomenal.”

In 2004, the Holt’s sourced 

a Dohne sire pack from 
Western Australia and 
started to cross the breed 
with their existing Merino 
flock, with the long term 
objective of running a pure 
Dohne mob – a goal that 
should be achieved by 2018.

“Because Dohnes were 
such a small entity we looked 
for type; we like a big long 
stretchy ram, and we mainly 
needed the structure to be 
right as we had the wool 
genetics coming through 
from the Merino side,” Mr 
Holt said.

Just over a decade on, and 
chasing carcase traits has 
paid off.

Over time they had intro-
duced additional Dohne 
genetics to the flock, and 
their main bloodline was now 
DD Dohnes, from Moama, 
NSW.

Along with producing a 
lean, high yielding carcase, 
the natural fertility of the 
breed was a standout trait, 
Mr Holt said. Lambing well 
– and cycling year round – 
were characteristics that 
went with the Dohne terri-
tory, he said.

This year they’ve seen 
their lambing percentage – 
including maidens – climb 
to an impressive 124 per cent 
unscanned.

“With that lambing percent-
age we can get very precise; 
y o u  c a n 
class at 

50pc instead of 30pc so you 
can really tighten up your 
mob,” Mr Holt said.

They are run on all native 
pastures and some were 
supplementary fed for 90 
days to ensure they hit the 
45 kilogram [liveweight] 
bracket.

“We aim for the medium 
domestic type lamb, so 
around a 22kg carcase, but 
more often than not we 
haven’t given them any spe-
cial treatment,” Mr Holt said.

At classing they retained 
one third of their ewes and 
the rest were moved to the 
other farm and joined to a 
terminal sire. Breeders with 
a short staple length or a 
visual fault were culled.

“Having a consistent and 
experienced classer is really 
important to us so we use 
Jason Southwell who is 
fantastic,” Mr Holt said.

“We put a White Suffolk 
ram over some of the Dohne 
ewes to capitalise on the 
lamb market; and our cast 
for age breeders will also be 
taken over to Coolbaroo for a 
year to get another lamb out 
of them.”

While they didn’t aim for a 
particular market, the Holts 
keep a close eye on over-the-
hooks contracts and also 
sell through the saleyards, 
normally at Bendigo.

 ■ July 2014-drop ewe hoggets at Coonong Station, Urana, NSW.

 ■ Sophie and Tom Holt, Coonong Station, Urana, NSW with their nephew and 
manager of Coolbaroo near Jerilderie, NSW, Toby Ellis (middle).



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00333
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00333
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00083
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <FEFF00440069007300740069006c006c00650072002000530065007400740069006e0067007300200066006f00720020004100640076006500720074006900730069006e00670020004d006100740065007200690061006c00200069006e00200061006c006c00200052007500720061006c0020005000720065007300730020006e006500770073007000610070006500720020007000750062006c00690063006100740069006f006e0073002e000d0046006f0072002000750073006500200069006e0020004100630072006f006200610074002000440069007300740069006c006c00650072002e>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [802.205 1150.866]
>> setpagedevice


