
for age ewes are sold through
the saleyards, we mainly sell
everything else to V&V Walsh
and have also produced a
couple of lines for
WAMMCO, Emanuel Exports
and Livestock Shipping
Services in the past few
years.”

Wayne said his family
turned to Dohnes rather than
Prime SAMM in the initial
stages of the flock re-build
because his research
suggested it was supposed to
be the better dual purpose
sheep as far as wool and meat
attributes go.

The Dohne were as close as
Wayne was going to get to
breeding Merinos.

“At the time we were
having to pay more to buy in
sheep than we could be
rewarded with by selling a
lamb so it made sense to try to
breed our own replacement
ewes,” he said.

“Dohnes have really turned
the enterprise around.”

The Littletons look for
faster growing-type rams with
great figures for growth rates.

In recent years they haven’t
paid too much attention to the
wool attributes of their flock
but are starting to see a slight

fall in cut which has prompted
an effort to focus more
strongly on fleece attributes
come ram sale season.

Despite this, the Littletons’
ewe flock is cutting an
average four kilogram fleece
of 19.7 micron wool in the
main shearing in March.

Lambs, a few culls and the
wethers are shorn in
December.

“As far as the season goes,
it was pretty tough earlier on
this year,” Wayne said.

“We lost a lot of paddock
feed and we were pretty short
on supplies.

“Considering that, the
lambs have done alright. 

“What we’ve marked so far
have been as big as at the
same time in any other year.”

Tony and Wayne run their
ewe mobs at about 13 dry
sheep equivalent thanks to
their ability to produce good
feed in most usual seasons.

The Littletons also put in an
oat crop each year for sheep
feed and sell the surplus seed
to assist with cash flow, which
sees a 75:25 split of sheep to
crop.

The farm’s self-sown
pasture base is clover and any
paddocks that have been in
crop for two or three years get
sown back to clover. ❐ An example of the Littleton family's maiden Dohne ewes and lambs.
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