
Norm also attributes the
farm’s growing lambing
percentages to Chirniminup’s
Dohnes.

He said a good lambing
percentage prior to the
introduction of Dohnes was
about 90pc – now it’s closer
to 120pc.

“That has been so
important for us especially
given that we look to the
lamb market for our
income,” Norm said.

“It’s all about the numbers
on the ground as well as the
quality of the product.”

Rams are put into their
ewe mobs in mid-December
and the youngest of the
ewes are given the benefit of
a late mating.

When buying his rams
from the annual Chirniminup
catalogue, Norm looks for
sires that have a wool type
suitable for the Denbarker

region’s yearly 700mm
rainfall average as well as
good growth rates.

“It’s one of my main
focuses,” Norm said.

“Despite the fact we’ve
received less than the
average rainfall in recent
years it still does get pretty
wet.

“They are relatively easy to
maintain given their bare
breech but it’s still important
to breed the kind of sheep
that can handle this
environment with ease.”

Norm said the season for
sheep at Denbarker has been
really good with a fairly wet
April leading to an easy
autumn season and lambing
for his ewes.

The Handasydes will
continue to keep more ewe
lambs back this year in order
to build flock numbers.

Strawberry picking season

kicks off in October for eight
months and fruit will be
produced and picked through
to the middle of May.

Norm said busy periods on

the farm are manageable and
both components of the
enterprise are juggled due to
the Dohnes’ easy care and
adaptable nature.

❐ Norm and Beate Handasyde's Denbarker-based Dohne flock
continues to boost the farm enterprise's lambing percentage by
producing increasing numbers of twins each season.

9th Annual Ram Sale  
Monday, September 14, 2015

On-Property, 494 Browne Road, Nyabing
Inspections from 10.30am • Sale at 1pm
Offering 120 Quality Chirniminup Dohne Rams

2nd Annual Northam Sale
Friday, September 18, 2015

Jubilee Oval, Northam Showgrounds, Northam
Inspections from 11am • Sale at 1pm

Offering 70 Custom Made & Chirniminup Dohne Rams

■ Profitable
■ Predictable

■ Performance

Trenton & Rachel Browne take this 
opportunity to invite all interested parties to

attend one of their following ram sales:

Rachel: 0408 221 576 Trenton: 0428 221 571
trentonandrachel@activ8.net.au

Murray Drage: 0428 253 033 Nathan King: 0488 582 455
www.chirniminupdohnes.com.au

TA1721655

Complimentary lunch & refreshments provided at both sales.


